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DIVISIONS 33 AND 34:  TRANSPORT � 

[Supplementary Information No: A1.] 
Daily Hansard Page No: E3 

Hon Ken Travers asked:  Will the Minister or one of the Departmental staff provide a list of the amount of 
revenue and where exactly that revenue will be spent for each of the fees and charges that are intended to be 
increased? 

Answer:  
The following table shows the increase in revenue from 2008/09 to 2009/10 and how the additional revenue will 
be spent.  

Department of Transport � Net Appropriation Determination 

 
     

Revenue 2008/09 
Estimate  
Actual 

2009/10 
Budget  
Estimate 

Variance Funds will be spent on 

 $�000 $�000 $�000  

Boat Registration 
Fees 

9,134 11,617 2,483 Increase in funding to the Recreational Boating Facilities Scheme; 

Indigenous Recreational Skippers Ticket systems and process; 

Navigation aid maintenance; and 

Increased costs for travel, communications and employment costs, 
particularly for a presence in regional areas. 

Maritime 
Examinations 

175 223 48 Increased employment costs. 

Motor Drivers 14,968 15,457 489 Increased employment costs. 

Motor Vehicle 
Plates 

11,036 13,294 2,258 Increase in the manufacturing costs of plates and increased staffing costs 
for pay increases. 

Motor Vehicles 21,975 21,407 (568) No increase in revenues. 

Other Receipts 402 602 200 General operating activities. 

Proof of Age Cards 261 308 47 General cost escalation and increased employment costs. 

Recoup for 
Services Provided 

13,789 13,939 150 General cost escalation and increased employment costs. 

Temporary Permits 450 504 54 General cost escalation and increased employment costs. 

Total 72,190 77,351 5,161  

 

[Supplementary Information No A2.] 
Daily Hansard Page No: E13 

Hon Ken Travers asked: on what basis did the department arrive at the figure of $2 million, and in the out years 
the figure of $9.5 million, and where does it expect to raise that money from? 

Answer:  
The revenue projections are preliminary estimates. 

Opportunities exist at popular coastal infrastructure facilities, at locations such as Hillarys Boat Harbour and the 
Fishing Boat Harbour at Fremantle and to increase advertising exposure at these high visitation areas with 
billboard and other advertising space.  Likewise opportunities exist to incorporate advertising in the numerous 
mail outs that the Department makes.  The Department will likely engage suitable marketing expertise to 
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determine more accurately the revenue potential from these opportunities and DPI will advise Government of 
these revenue estimates from the marketing experts.   

 

[Supplementary Information No: A3.] 
Daily Hansard Page No: E14 

Hon Ken Travers asked:   

(1) Could  the Minister indicate why Mr John Ottoway was replaced in that role by Mr Wayne Winchester?  

(2) Could the Minister provide the qualifications of those two officers? Did Mr Ottaway make any 
recommendations, or provide any options or suggestions, of matters that needed to be dealt with in the 
cleanup that are not now intended to be carried out? 

 

Answer:  
1. Mr Winchester replaced Mr Ottaway following his resignation from the position of Project Director, 

Esperance Cleanup and Recovery Project (ECRP) in May 2009. 

2. Mr Ottaway has a B.Sc. with Honours from the University of Adelaide and a PhD from the University 
of Canterbury in New Zealand.  His background was as a research ecologist.  He was seconded to DPI 
to take up the position of ECRP Project Director from the Department of Environment and 
Conservation where he had worked in areas of environmental protection and pollution control.  In 
particular, he had worked in applied marine research in harbours, in investigation prevention and 
management of pollution from industries, in the assessment of new industrial development proposals, in 
the enforcement and development of environmental legislation, and in the assessment remediation and 
cleanups of contaminated sites.  

Mr Winchester has qualifications in Spatial Sciences with a degree in Cartography.  He is currently the 
Regional Manager of Great Southern for the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, located in 
Albany.  In that capacity he has a substantial community consultation role and a coordinating 
responsibility for the Department�s various program streams in the Great Southern.  

Mr Winchester has been the General Manager and Secretary of the Western Australian Planning 
Commission and prior to this was General Manager of State Land Services, where he had overall 
responsibility for management and administration of Crown Land throughout the State.  Part of this role 
was the management of the Department�s responsibility for the identification and remediation of 
contaminated sites on Crown land.  He has had extensive experience in project management and in 
coordination of projects across multi-government agencies.  

The scope of the cleanup has not changed since Mr Ottaway�s departure from the project. 

[Supplementary Information No A4.] 
Hon Ken Travers asked:  Perhaps the Minister can provide to me by way of supplementary information the 
amount of money that has been provided, as of today�s date, by the Treasury under those two advances.  Does 
Main Roads need any additional money over and above the two amounts listed in the Budget? 

Answer:  Main Roads has not received any funds relating to these two advances and also does not need any 
additional funds. 

 

Page 410 � Outcomes, Services and Key Performance Information 

Hon Alison Xamon referred to the comment �encouraging sustainable choices through programs such as 
TravelSmart and cycling promotions,� and recent reports of 300,000 cars having been added to the State�s 
roads since 2003, and asked:  

Question 1:   I understand there is no specific line item for the TravelSmart and related Living Smart programs 
(although at least part of the TravelSmart program seems to be incorporated into a line item on page 415), so 
would the Government please separately outline expenditures on each of those programs for the 07/08 actual, 
08/09 budget, 08/09 estimated actual, 09/10 budget, and various forward estimate years? 

Answer: 

 2007-08 
Actual 

2008-09 
Budget 

2008-09 
Estimated 

2009-10 
Budget 
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($�000) ($�000) Actual 
($�000) 

($�000) 

Living Smart 906 761 761 Nil 

TravelSmart 2,391 1,292 1,292 1,132 

 

The 2009-10 budget is indicative of forward estimates.  The TravelSmart Household program has been 
integrated with the Living Smart program.  

In 2009-10 and forward estimates period, the Living Smart program will incorporate the TravelSmart Household 
program budget ($982,279), together with partner funding which is yet to be finalised.   

 

Question 2:  To what extent will that program result in future increases in the use of public transport? 

Answer:  The TravelSmart Household Program achieves an average 18 per cent increase in trips taken by public 
transport by residents from the project areas in which it is delivered.   

 
Question 3:  How have those anticipated increases in public transport use been reflected elsewhere in the 
budget and forward estimates in increased services and / or increased or improved public transport 
infrastructure? How do those sums compare to those spent on similar measures by the previous Government?  

Referred to PTA -  Include this answer as part of Public Transport Authority Division 35 (of the 2009/10 Budget 
Statements): 

Answer:  The Public Transport Authority works closely with a range of stakeholders, including TravelSmart.  
There are many factors which contribute to changes in public transport usage, including economic factors, petrol 
prices, population growth, new public transport services as well as initiatives such as the free entitlement for 
seniors.   

The Public Transport Authority has a long term public transport plan takes these factors into account when 
planning changes to public transport.  The Authority continually monitors changes in patronage levels and 
responds accordingly where budget and capacity allow.  This has been the case for this and the previous 
Government. 
 

Question 4:  Will the Minister outline what the government is doing to promote cycling as a mode of transport 
(as distinct from as a velodrome sport) and to improve safety for cyclists? 

Answer:  Cycling is promoted through the Bikewest Cycle Instead campaign which includes Bikeweek and the 
spring Cycle to Work six week challenge. Safety is improved through Bikewest cycling infrastructure programs 
such as the Perth Bicycle Network and the Regional Bicycle Network (formerly known as the Country Pathways 
grant scheme). 

 

Question 5:  To what extent will those measures result in increased cycling as a mode of transport in future? 

Answer:  Current trends indicate that the Perth Bicycle Network usage will increase annually by 20 per cent. 
(Cycle use across all surveyed Perth Bicycle Network sites has increased by 207 per cent from 1998 to 2008� an 
average annual increase of 20 per cent). 

 

Question 6:  How have those anticipated increases in cycling as a mode of transport  been reflected elsewhere in 
the budget and forward estimates in increased and / or improved infrastructure for cycling? How do those sums 
compare to those spent on similar measures by the previous Government? 

Answer:  Details of Controlled Grants and Subsidies on page 415 show no significant change in the cycling 
infrastructure budget and forward estimates. The level of funding is comparable with the previous Government. 

 

Question 7:  Does the Government have any other plans in place to deal with this actual and future potential 
traffic congestion? If yes, what sums are proposed to be spent on these plans in the budget estimates and 
forward estimates periods, and how do they compare to the sums spent on similar moves by the previous 
Government? 
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Referred to MRWA � include this response as part of Main Roads in Division 34 (of the 2009/10 Budget 
Statements):  

Answer:  This Government�s approach to management of increasing congestion involves a continuation of the 
previous government�s focus on improving public transport together with measured investment in road transport.  
Under this approach, use of the existing state road network is optimised and alternative transport modes and high 
value road users are supported such as public transport, cycling, walking, high occupancy vehicles and freight.  
These measures are being enabled through the deployment of innovative Intelligent Transport Systems by Main 
Roads that will improve the reliability, productivity and safety of the road network. 

Main Roads has been rolling out basic levels of �foundation� ITS infrastructure on Perth�s freeways and major 
highways to enable improved traffic monitoring, incident management, traveller information and congestion 
management. The infrastructure and systems being deployed provide real-time data and analysis tools that will 
allow the performance of Perth�s freeways and major highways to be better understood and managed, 
particularly in relation to congestion points. The foundation ITS infrastructure is also critical for the operation of 
more advanced ITS applications that will be needed to actively manage increased congestion levels in the future.  
 

The foundation ITS infrastructure installed up to 2008/09 includes: 

•  Vehicle Detection Stations (VDS): The expansion in the number of installed VDS now provides 
coverage of majority of Perth�s freeways, including the Mitchell Freeway Extension and the New Perth 
Bunbury Highway 

•  Fibre optic communications: Expansion of the fibre optic communications backbone has lead to 
complete coverage of the Kwinana, Mitchell and Graham Farmer Freeways 

•  Variable Message Sign (VMS): Installation of seven strategically located electronic VMS has been 
completed on Kwinana and Mitchell Freeways to improve traveller information, particular for incident 
management, and to display road safety messages  

• National Performance Indicators (NPI�s): A database and reporting system is being developed to 
automate the generation of new NPI�s for network operations using real-time data to report on 
efficiency, reliability and productivity (throughput) of freeways/motorways in a nationally consistent 
manner. 

Whilst the combined investment in this area from within Main Roads minor works allocation and federal funding 
(Auslink 1 ITS R&D and Nation Building Program) has remained relatively steady with $5.626m budgeted in 
2008/09 compared with a budget of $5.528m in 2009/10, forward funding increases for this area of ITS 
investment through the Nation Building Program are forecast.  This includes $7.100m in 2010/11, $6.816m in 
2011/12 and $11.223m in 2012/13. 

In addition, Main Roads policy is to ensure that any new major roads include appropriate ITS infrastructure so 
that the ITS retrofitting need to existing roads is minimised and broader network congestion management 
benefits can be realised.  This has seen inclusion of ITS infrastructure into the scope of recently completed 
projects such as Roe Hwy (Nicholson Road to Kwinana Freeway), Mitchell Freeway extension (Hodges Drive to 
Burns Beach Road) and the New Perth Bunbury Highway which is approaching completion. 

 

Question 8:  Hon Alison Xamon referred to the comment �managing heavy vehicle freight movement to major 
industrial and intermodal sites,� and to the related note on page 409 that �The amount of freight to be 
transported is expected to increase at about 3.5 per cent per annum, resulting in a doubling of freight over the 
next 20 years,� and asked: 

What are the Government�s plans for moving freight from heavy haulage trucks to rail? In what parts of 
WA will we begin to see that transition, and by what expected dates? What sums are proposed to be 
spent on these plans in the budget estimates and forward estimates periods, and how do they compare 
with the sums spent on similar moves by the previous Government? 

Answer:   
North Greenbushes to the Port of Bunbury rail freight service 

•  The Government is working with the plantation timber industry to move plantation timber logs off road 
and onto rail between North Greenbushes and the Port of Bunbury.  

•  The communities in the region will benefit from the reopening of the rail and there will be a reduction 
in the number of truck movements along the South West Highway.  
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•  There will be a reduction in impacts associated with heavy vehicles such as noise, vibration and engine 
emissions and a consequential improvement for car drivers on the route and social amenity in the towns 
of Kirup, Donnybrook, Boyanup and the suburbs of Bunbury.  

•  Rail will remove some of the safety hazards associated with trucking.    

•  It is proposed that the plantation timber logs will move to rail by 2012. 

•  The budget for the upgrade of the rail line and associated infrastructure is $19.45 million. 

•  This is $5 million more that what the previous government had committed to the project. 

 

Kewdale to Fremantle Port container rail service. 

•  The rail service from Kewdale/Forrestfield to North Quay is providing a valued service which reduces 
the pressure on access roads at Fremantle Port and represents a cost effective means of reducing 
congestion levels and delays.  

•  The Government currently provides a subsidy of ($50 per 20ft container and $100 per 40ft container) 
but is working to reduce this amount which has seen a reduction of $5 per container in recent times. 

•  Rail's share of containers transported to Fremantle Port has increased from 2 percent in 2002 to 
16.7 percent in the 12 months to May 2009.   

•  With the exception of some services in Sydney, no other Australian port is serviced by metropolitan 
container trains.  

•  Rail currently carries an average of 6,700 containers per month (YTD), or the equivalent of 80,000 per 
annum through the Port. 

•  This equates to approximately 60,000 truck movements.  Currently 20 trains per week (40 train 
movements) service the Inner Harbour container trade.   

•  Container subsidy expenditure in 2008-09 has been revised down from $4.5 million to $3.5 million 
because of volume reductions emanating from the world financial crises.    

The Government has continued to provide financial support equivalent to the previous Government on a 
container basis. 

 

Page 415 � Financial Statement � 

Question 9: What is the rationale for axing the successful LPG subsidy scheme? Please provide information on 
the impact on the LPG conversion industry of the abolition of this subsidy, and the number of jobs that are 
predicted to be lost as a result of this decision? 

Answer:  As was indicated in the 2009-10 Budget papers, the cessation of the LPG subsidy will save the Western 
Australian Government an estimated $49.542 m over the next four years (to the end of 2012/13).  A significant 
saving in these tough economic times. 

A similar scheme was introduced by the Commonwealth Government in 2006. 

These Commonwealth subsidies will continue beyond the cessation of the WA subsidy, bringing Western 
Australia into line with other States and Territories. 

Though some adjustment is inevitable within the LPG industry, the continued Commonwealth subsidy combined 
with ongoing non-subsidised corporate LPG conversions and the significant price advantage of LPG should see 
the LPG industry remain robust into the future. 

 

Question 10: How much of each of the figures listed in the Perth Bicycle Network / Country Pathways line item 
on this page (i.e. all figures from the 07/08 actual through to 12/13 forward estimates) relate just to the Perth 
Bicycle Network? 

Answer: 
Line item breakdown that relates to the Perth Bicycle Network is: 

 

2007-08 Actual 2008-09 Estimate 2009-10 Estimate 2010-2013 Estimate 
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$M $M $M $M 

1.411 1.925 1.737 1.910 

 

Page 430:  Roe Highway 8 extension � 

Hon Lynn MacLaren asked: 

 What is the State funding component? 

 When will the Commonwealth funding component be determined? 

 As this highway has yet to earn environmental approval, on what road design did the government base 
its costing of $166M over the four years of the budget estimates and forward estimates? 

Answer 
(1) The State funding component within the 2009/10 Budget and Forward Estimates is $90.5 million. 

(2) Negotiations have commenced with the Commonwealth regarding its funding and it is not yet known 
when these will be finalised. 

(3)  The funding allocated in the 2009/10 Budget and Forward Estimates is based on a concept design that 
fits within the Metropolitan Region Scheme reservation and will be subject to considerable refinement 
as the design is finalised and the required statutory approvals, including environmental, are obtained.  

Information to Minister about Item 1 

The $165.9 million allocated to the project within the 2009/10 Budget and Forward Estimates period 
comprised: 

 $20 million of State funds committed at the 2008 State election;  

 $70.5 million of State funds diverted from 3 projects under the Perth Urban Transport and Freight 
Corridor (PUT&FC) initiative; and  

 $75.4 million of Commonwealth funds diverted from these 3 projects.   

The original decision to transfer funds from the 3 projects under the PUT&FC initiative was made by 
EERC on 18 March 2009. 

HMT has since reconsidered this transfer of funds and wrote to Minister Albanese on 3 June 2009 
requesting the transfer of funds from just one of the 3 projects - the Kwinana Freeway Freight 
Management System - to the Roe Highway extension.   

The amount to be transferred is $58 million, of which $48.4 million is within the 2009/10 B&FE.  This 
would reduce funding to the Roe Highway extension within the 2009/10 B&FE period to $68.4 million, 
comprising: 

 $20 million of State funds committed at the 2008 State election;  

 $21.6 million of State funds diverted from Kwinana Freeway FMS; and  

 $26.8 of Commonwealth funds diverted from the same project on Kwinana Freeway. 

A draft letter has been prepared for HMT to send to the Treasurer seeking his agreement to return funds 
from the Roe Highway extension to the other 2 projects on the PUT&FC initiative. 

 

Page 429:  New Works on Leach Highway � 

 Regarding proposed High Street improvements, with an estimated total cost of $67,986, what 
components make up this total, and what is the value of each of those components? Are there any other 
items relating to High Street in the budget estimates or forward estimates? 

Answer:  The figure quoted of $67,986,000 is only a budgetary figure as this proposal is still in the planning 
phase.  The project is proposed to include the upgrading of High Street to a 4 lane divided dual carriageway 
standard between Carrington Street and leach Highway and reprioritisation of the High Street/Stirling Highway 
intersection.  DPI is still investigating options for the proposed upgrade of High Street which may include 
upgrading along the current alignment or on a new alignment to the south of the existing road.   
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Page 429:  New Works � 

 It appears there is no listing for the reconstruction of Curtin Avenue from North Fremantle to Cottesloe 
for regional traffic along the railway as part of the Leighton Oceanside Parklands development � is this 
located elsewhere in the budget papers? If so, where? 

Answer:  Whilst a reservation is included in the MRS for the new Curtin Avenue to go behind the Leighton 
Oceanside parklands development, no funding has been allocated in the 2009/10 Budget and Forward Estimates 
for this upgrade. 

 

Page 428:   Queen Victoria Street � Fremantle Traffic Bridge replacement � 

 What design is this costing based on? Has the Government given consideration to this as a �landmark� 
bridge, an entrance to Fremantle? Have any funds been allocated in the budget estimates or forward 
estimates to deal with preservation of its heritage value? 

Answer:  $44.54 million is allocated towards this project in the 2009/10 Budget and Forward estimates for pre-
construction activities such as feasibility studies, engineering investigations, planning and design for a new 
structure.  Investigations are continuing on the feasibility of constructing a combined new road and rail bridge 
bearing in mind that the existing bridges need replacing.  The Government is considering a �landmark� design 
but no decision has yet been made on this.  The heritage value of the existing road bridge is acknowledged.  This 
will be an important consideration in defining the scope of works for the project.  Some funding will be available 
to address the preservation of the existing bridge�s heritage value.  A portion of the existing traffic bridge will be 
retained and maintained for heritage purposes. 

 

Page 423:  Services and key efficiency indicators �  

Hon Alison Xamon asked: 

1. Would the Government please outline its proposed work, with associated costs and estimated 
timeframes, on the State and National Black Spot Program in the East Metropolitan Region (State 
electoral boundaries) during the period of budget estimates and forward estimates? 

Answer 
(1) Nominations for both the National and State Black Spot programs are called each year. 

The 2009/10 State Black Spot Program is currently being finalised by Main Roads and I would expect 
to formally approve the program later this month.  The program will then be available on the Main 
Roads website. 

In relation to the National Black Spot program, there is approximately $2.4 million worth of works to 
be undertaken in the East Metropolitan Region during 2009/10.  Details of these works are currently 
available on the Main Roads website using the following links: 

www.mainroads.wa.gov.au > Road safety > Blackspot Program > Approved National Program 

Information to Minister about Item 1 

During 2009/10 it is estimated that a total of nearly $4.8 million will be expended in the East 
Metropolitan Region under the State and National Black Spot Programs. 

This figure comprises National Black Spot funding (under the Nation Building Program) of 
$2.448 million and $2.349 million under the State Black Spot Program (including a $254,000 Local 
Government contribution). 

Page 423:   Asset Investment Program � 

2. Would the Government please outline its proposed works, with associated costs and estimates 
timeframes, affecting the Roe Highway in the East Metropolitan Region (State electoral boundaries) 
during the period of budget estimates and forward estimates, other than those already picked up by the 
above question on the Black Spot Programs? 

3. Would the Government please outline its proposed works, with associated costs and estimates 
timeframes, affecting the Great Northern Highway in the East Metropolitan Region (State electoral 
boundaries) during the period of budget estimates and forward estimates, other than those already 
picked up by the above question on the Black Spot Programs? 
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4. Which of the Asset Investment Program line items, if any, relates to the proposed upgrade of Toodyay 
Road to account for expected increase in traffic volumes? 

5. How does this total Asset Investment Program spending during the period of budget estimates and 
forward estimates compare with the total spending on public transport in the same time period? I am 
interested in being able to compare road spending with public transport at this stage just in terms of the 
broad categories of works in progress, completed works and new works. 

6. What is the thinking behind this split between public transport and road funding? Is there an accepted 
economic or planning model linking anticipated demand in each category with proposed works, on a 
statewide basis? Or is the statewide program a function of modelling on regional or local levels? 

7. Importantly, how does the idea of reducing the need for roadworks through increasing availability of 
public transport options fit into the planning process, if at all?  

Answer: 
(2) The following funding is allocated in the AIP for works on Roe Highway within the 2009/10 Budget 

and Forward Estimates period: 

• $14.174 million is allocated to Roe Highway and Leach Highway between Midland and Fremantle 
Port for the installation of Intelligent Transport Systems.  These predominantly involve real time 
traveller information (e.g. Variable Message Signs, Internet information distribution and third party 
information distribution such as into navigation systems).  It has not yet been determined how 
much of this will be spent on Roe Highway and how much on Leach Highway nor has it been 
determined how much of the $14.174 million will be spent within the East Metropolitan Region. 

• $56.893 million is allocated towards the construction of an interchange with on and off ramps at 
the Roe Highway intersection with Great Eastern Highway. 

(3) The following funding is allocated in the AIP for works on Great Northern Highway within the 2009/10 
Budget and Forward Estimates period: 

• $32.525 million is allocated for on-going reconstruction and widening works on Great Northern 
Highway between Lennard Street in Herne Hill and West Swan Road in Upper Swan. 

(4) No funds are allocated in the AIP for upgrading works on Toodyay Road. 

(5-7) Government funding priorities are determined on an annual priority basis.  Competing priority projects 
are prioritised for funding consideration by agencies and then considered by government.  This includes 
transport infrastructure projects.  Government funding priorities are considered on a project by project 
basis within a climate of constrained funding.  In terms of transport infrastructure, the Government is 
focused on providing sustainable transport infrastructure.  Our approach therefore involves improving 
public transport whilst still providing measured investment in road transport.  Accordingly some years 
there will be more funding assigned to one infrastructure mode than other years. 

 
 


